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A disastrous complication of meningoencephalitis

following tubular microdiscectomy of the lumbar spine.

The pa t i en t r ece i ved o r a l an t i b i o t i c s and 2 d ays

l a t e r she was r e fe r r ed to ou r h osp i t a l . MRI

r evea l ed pos t - op sp i na l d i sc i t i s , ep i du ra l and

pa r ave r t eb r a l absce s s . Su rg i ca l t r auma was

deh i scenced and cu l t u r e s o f pus f r om t he su rg i ca l

t r auma r evea l ed MRS A, r e s i s t an t Morgane l l a

morgan i i and Pr ov i denc i a s t ua r t i i .

The pa t i en t unde r wen t wound deb r i demen t and

add i t i ona l hemi l ami nec t omy of L4 and su rg i ca l

d r a i nage o f t he ep i du r a l absce s s .

Few days pos t - op i n t e r mi t t en t men i ng i sm, eye

move men t d i so r de r s and a l t e r ed men t a l s t a t e wer e

obse r ved . CSF an a l y s i s showed dec r ea sed g lucose

l eve l , i nc r ea sed ce l l coun t wi t h h i gh pr o te i n

con ten t , and i nc rea sed l ac t a t e l eve l s .CSF cu l tu r e s

showed r e s i s t an t Ac i ne t obac t e r bauman i i .

The pa t i en t unde rwen t b r a i n and fu l l - sp i ne CT &

M RI . F u l l sp ine MRI r evea l ed sk ipped

spondy l od i s c i t i s a t T4 and T5 l eve l s , i nc rea sed

up t ake o f con t r a s t agen t a t the t hor ac i c and l umba r

r eg i on .Br a i n CT & MRI show ed non- spec i f i c

l e s i ons wi t h i nc r ea sed du r a l up t ake .

The d i agnos i s o f men i ngoencepha l i t i s was made

based on t he r e su l t s o f CSF t e s t s .

A 3- fo l d an t i b i o t i c t he rapy was admi n i s t e r ed

accor d i ng t o t he an t i b i ogr am . The i n f l amma t i on

va l ue s dec r ea sed to no r ma l a f t e r a pe r i od o f i v.

an t i b i o t i c t r ea t men t and t he pa t i en t showed

adequa te men t a l s t a t u s . The pa r apa res i s r ema ined .

Su rg i ca l t r auma was h ea l ed and he r gene ra l

cond i t i on i mpr oved . The pa t i en t was r e fe r r ed t o a

r ehab i l i t a t i on cen t e r

We pr e s en t a ca se o f a 79yo fe ma l e , who

unde r wen t un i l a t e r a l t ubu la r decompr es s i on of t he

L3 / L4 & L4/ L5 . The pa t i en t had a h i s t o r y o f

d i abe t e s I I and hype r t ens i on .

The i n i t i a l p r e - op sympt oms wer e neu r ogen ic

c l aud i ca t i on by a mul t i p l e - l eve l sp ina l s t enos i s o f

t he l umba r sp i ne . She r ece i ved co r t i cos t e ro i d s

sys t emi ca l l y fo r he r pa r apa r e s i s wi t h no

s i gn i f i c an t i mpr ovemen t .

She unde r wen t a 2 - l eve l t ubu l a r decompr es s i on i n

ano t he r i n s t i t u t ion .

Pos t - op t he neu ro l og i ca l s t a t u s o f t he pa t i en t

d i dn ’ t show i mp r ovemen t . Af t e r 10 days she

deve l oped acu te low back pa i n , accompan i ed by

feve r and t achyca r d i a .

Pos t - op i n fec t ious men i ngoencepha l i t i s and

spondy l od i s c i t i s i s a r a r e cond i t i on a f t e r sp i ne

su rge r y bu t cou l d be po t en t i a l l y fa t a l

compl i ca t i on .

Hi gh susp i c i on o f men i ng i t i s a f t e r lumba r s u rge r y

shou l d be ma i n ta ined i n pa t i en t s wi t h a c l in i ca l

t r i ad : f eve r, neck s t i f fne s s and consc i ousnes s

d i s t u r bances .

Ad mi n i s t r a t i on of co r t i cos t e r o i d s p r e - op i n

combi na t ion wi t h concomi tan t hea l th p r ob l ems i n

e l de r l y pa t i en t s cou l d be cons ide r ed a s r i sk

f ac t o r s fo r t h i s compl i ca t ion .

Meni ngoencepha l i t i s i s a ra r e compl i ca t i on a f t e r

sp i na l su rge r y. The r epo r t ed i nc i den t s in t he

l i t e r a t u r e a r e l imi t ed wi t h on l y t wo case s

pr e sen t i ng men i ngoencepha l i t i s o r encepha l i t i s

wi t h a sep t i c and v i r a l e t i o l og ie s a f t e r sp i ne

su rge r y.We r epo r t a c a s e o f men i ngoencepha l i t i s i n

a pa t i en t a f t e r t ubu la r un i l a t e r a l t wo l eve l

decompr es s i on .
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